DEVELOPMENT OF SECTARIANISM             in
common they cultivated the land and everyone reaped from the
harvest "as much as he needed," while the remainder was sold and
the profit spent on communal requirements. In returning to a
"better life," they also "agreed among themselves, in case of war
not to kill anyone but fire in the air or absolutely to refuse military
service." This latter decision was carried into practice, and it was
that especially which provoked governmental persecution. Since
they could expect no justice from the government, the Dukhobors
became completely disillusioned and resolved "not to be the slaves
of mortals'* and never to obey the authorities. Thus a mood de-
veloped among them which was very favorable to the propagation
of non-resistance, the doctrine which Peter Verigin met with at the
beginning of the nineties. VeriginJs party decided to "forsake the
grounds of evil and coercion'* and "to return to those of a life of
freedom and conscience." In 1895 the most uncompromising of
these followers of Tolstoy changed the old name, "given by the
Russian authorities to their ancestors," for a new one, and instead of
Dukhobors, they began calling themselves "Allbrethren," which
"indicates that we are sincerely striving to be brothers to all men
and are casting aside anything that might divide us."
As the result of the conflict between the state and the Sectarians
many of the Dukhobors were banished that year (1895) to the
districts of Transcaucasia, and in 1898-99, 7,400 of thenij with the
assistance of the Tolstoists, emigrated to Canada* where they chose
the desolate regions with rough climate and fallow soil, so as to be
isolated from the world and its influences. Yet even there they
could not escape the claims made upon them by the state. They
were liberated from military service, as there was no conscription,
but Canadian laws did not admit the repudiation of property and
actually refused to acknowledge communal ownership of the land,2
Moreover, the Dukhobors had to face such problems as the pay-
ment of taxes, registration of births, marriages, and deaths. In
despair the Allbrethren decided to petition the Canadian govern-
ment to free them from submission to the general laws, and to
support their pleas they developed a new social-religious theory,
2 Everyone had to sign personally the act of concession of his lot, which after
three years of possession was to become private property, while at the same time
they all had to swear their allegiance to the King and to become British subjects.